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Left to right: Betsy Goggin, Elizabeth Way, and Pam Ayres — 
January Interns. 


The Connecticut Chapter welcomed Pamela Ayers, 


Betsy Goggin, and Elizabeth Way as volunteer interns 
during their January term away from college. Each of these 
biology students had a busy schedule helping the preserve 
stewardship committees write their master plans. 

Pam, a resident of Stamford who goes to Colgate Univer- 
sity, worked with the Still Pond Preserve Committee. Betsy, 
who lives in Southington and is at Mount Holyoke College, 
worked with the Cottrell Marsh Committee. Elizabeth, who 
is from Wildwood Crest, New Jersey and also a student at 
Mount Holyoke, helped the Wolfpits Nature Preserve Com- 
mittee. 

This is the first time the Chapter offered a January intern- 
ship, and we expect that this issue of FROM THE LAND 
marks the completion of another three master plans. Not 
only have the committees gained help from the interns, but 
they, in turn, have learned more about The Nature Con- 
servancy and, through direct participation, have made 
contacts with the heart of our organization — the volunteer 
stewards of the land. Their work has provided them with 
valuable experience and first-hand knowledge about a 
possible career in conservation. 

The national goal set by the Board of Governors, that all 
master plans be finished by the end of this year, means that 
Connecticut is plenty busy. If you are one of the 44 commit- 
tees that have not submitted their stewardship plans, 
please note the deadline! The blue Stewardship Manual 
contains guidelines to help in developing such a plan. The 
Staff is also at your service. Please contact us when you 
need assistance. 


Alexander S. Gardner, Greenwich, has been appointed to the 
Board of Trustees of the chapter. He is head of Gardner & Co., 
Investment banking, Chicago and New York, with long-time inter- 
ests in natural history and conservation. 


Winky Wright 


LAND ACQUISITIONS 


Patricia Winter Woodland, Salisbury. A magnificent vista 
and wildlife area has been protected through a generous 
gift of conservation easement on 128 acres. The land, 
much of which is cultivated or pasture, is adjacent to the 
Conservancy’s 171-acre Patricia Winter Woodland and 
helps to protect a significant stretch of the Salmon Creek 
valley. The easement was a gift of Dorothy R. Walker. 

Robbins Swamp, Pfizer addition, 190 acres. Straddling 
the lines of Canaan and North Canaan, two parcels of 150 
and 40 acres comprise this gift from the Pfizer Corporation 
of New York. Both pieces will be transferred to the State of 
Connecticut to be added to the Robbins Swamp Wildlife 
Management Area and the Housatonic State Forest on 
Canaan Mountain. Both areas are listed as critical habitats 
for rare plant species by the Connecticut Natural Areas 
Inventory. 

Turtle Creek Wildlife Sanctuary, Old Saybrook. A gift of 
Charles and Dorothy Mills, this 3.83 acre addition further 
protects the borders of Turtle Creek and a large cattail 
marsh adjacent to the Connecticut River. Ospreys and 
Bald Eagles have been sighted annually, nesting and feed- 
ing in this tidal marsh. Turtle Creek has an active educa- 
tional program with the local school systems. 

Weir-Leary-Anna White Nature Preserve, Baker addi- 
tion, Wilton. This 5-acre addition to the Weir Preserve 
brings the total acreage of protected land to over 80 acres. 
An active volunteer stewardship committee maintains a 
network of trails traversing old fields, deep woods, swamps, 
and ledges. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


In an effort to more quickly acknowledge our members’ 
generous gifts in response to our ‘For the Land” appeal, the 
Connecticut Chapter will be shifting to postcards. The shift 
will also cut our mailing expenses considerably so that 
more of the gifts will go to saving land rather than to the 
Postal Service. We hope this method of acknowledgment 
will continue to convey the great appreciation of the Chap- 
ter for this extra measure of support from our members. 
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Master Plan Coordinator 


THE CONSERVANCY 
LOSES AN OLD FRIEND 


In December, Spiderweed lost its donor and life-long 
tenant, Helen Lohman. In November of 1977 andat age 91, 
Miss Lohman had returned to her New York home. She 
came back to Spiderweed briefly last summer to check on 
the progress made in painting the house, and then returned 
to New York for good. After a short illness this past No- 
vember, she died. She leaves no family. 

Years before her death she donated Spiderweed to TNC 
and provided for the safekeeping of both her house and the 
accompanying 157 acres. Her 1743 farmhouse and sur- 
rounding fields and hills are located in the southern end of 
Middletown. 

In the fall of 1978 the Spiderweed Committee sponsored 
a walk over the preserve and discussed its future plans. 
The house has since been accepted by the State for 
preliminary study to be included in the National Historic 
Directory. The stone lodge on the hill has had its roof 
repaired, the partially collapsed barn has been razed, and 
a trail system is being developed. The present tenants 
wintering over in the farmhouse have done minor repairs 
and have begun to catalogue the books in Miss Lohman’s 
library. 

The Chapter mourns the loss of Helen Lohman, but looks 
to the future with plans to maintain Spiderweed in keeping 
with the guidelines established by Miss Lohman. 


FALCONS RETURN 


The Connecticut Chapter ACORNS and LIFE MEMBERS 
were treated to an exciting presentation by Dr. Heinz Meng 
in December. Dr. Meng, Director of the New Paltz Peregrine 
Falcon Foundation, is reintroducing falcons to New En- 
gland. The meeting was held in Middletown. 

Dr. Meng braved icy weather to arrive with three of his 
magnificent birds: two peregrines and one gyrfalcon. 
These were loosed and allowed, one by one, to fly over the 
heads of the audience and be admired. 

Dr. Meng also presented a film showing the trapping and 
banding of falcons in the wild, and their remarkable acro- 
batics on the wing. His slides of his captive birds illustrated 
the great strides he is making in his research to breed and 
release these birds in the northeast. 

The Conservancy’s own film on the Birds of Prey Natural 
Area along the Snake River was equally impressive. 


Susan Cooley 


HOW IT WORKS 


When members join the Connecticut Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy, you automatically become members 
of the national organization. As in several other national 
conservation groups, membership dues are shared equally 
between the chapters and the national office, which pro- 
vides many valuable services to the field. 

The Connecticut Chapter also raises funds for its own 
exclusive use through two separate appeals to its member- 
ship. The first is our FOR THE LAND appeal for contribu- 
tions over and above membership dues. The second is 
membership in ACORN OF CONNECTICUT, for supple- 
mentary contributions of $100.00 or more. Both of these 
appeals provide crucial operating funds for the Connecti- 
cut Chapter. In 1978, the Chapter also requested an end of 
the year contribution. 

Other funds used solely by your chapter come from 
memorials and gift memberships, as well as new member- 
ships. Only membership dues from renewing members are 
shared with the national office. 

All of these contributions help the Connecticut Chapter 
identify, acquire and protect unique and threatened natural 
areas throughout the state; areas such as Beeslick Pond 
and Rock Springs Preserve. There is much more to be 
saved in 1979. 

Thanks to all our members for their generosity and con- 
cern for our vanishing natural lands. 
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P.O. Box MMM 
Wesleyan Station 
Middletown, CT 0645/7 


Please clip and mail to: 
Nature Conservancy 
Connecticut Chapter 


WINTER WALK 
AT BYRAM RIVER GORGE 


Following the successful walks this past autumn (about 
40 people joined the walk at the Altschul Preserve), we are 
planning a hike in the snow. 

Come and enjoy an especially beautiful spot in Con- 
necticut protected by the Conservancy. At 10 AM on Satur- 
day, February 24, we will meet inthe upper parking lot at the 
Audubon Center of Greenwich (see map). From there we 
will carpool to the Byram River Preserve where Phoebe 
Milliken will lead us on a two-hour walk. We will return to the 
Audubon Center by 1 PM where coffee will be served. Bring 
a sandwich if you wish. Please call Susan Cooley at the 
office (844-0716) if you plan to attend. 
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Anna Barron, secretary, instructing Lynn Adams, volunteer. 


HELP! 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


“Volunteers have always been and | hope al- 
ways will be the backbone of this organization,” a 
member of the Conservancy’s Board of Gover- 
nors recently stated. 

Only five years ago The Nature Conservancy in Con- 
necticut was entirely volunteer, and today, even with the 
professional staff, many necessary and important func- 
tions of TNC simply cannot be carried out without volunteer 
participation. Our success stems from many volunteers 
who watch over our preserves and those who help with 
necessary tasks in the Office. 

Please let us know if you would like to contribute your 
talents and time to the Conservancy’s program in Con- 
necticut, by checking the appropriate box in the Volunteer 
Questionnaire below. Whether it be photographing wildlife 
on TNC preserves, writing articles for the Chapter Newslet- 
ter, or serving on the Stewardship Committee for your local 
Conservancy sanctuary, we'd like to hear from you. 

Volunteers are especially needed between now and 
June to help the Chapter increase our membership in 1979. 
You will be working closely with Board members and staff 
on a project of vital importance. Please call our office if you 
can help. 


THE NATURE CONSERVANCY, CONNECTICUT CHAPTER 


MAP FOR WINTER WALK AT 
BYRAM RIVER GORGE 


Saturday, Februar 


24 at 10:00 A.M. 


Meet at the upper parking lot of the Audubon Center in Greenwich. 
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Please call Susan Cooley at the office (344-0716) if you plan to attend. 


